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with the knifelike prow of an armoured cruiser. But Tizzi-
Assa was a hell. Harassed day and night by rifle and cannon
fire, it held out with a prodigious heroism. Frequently be-
sieged, to lift its blockade required necessarily a severe battle,
the tragic exchange of blood for food and water. What a sad
fame that of the convoys of Tizzi-Assa! A solution of the
problem by a series of operations implied a concentration of
troops. None of the High Commissioners who succeeded each
other from May of 1922 to June of 1923 was considered
endowed with the ability necessary for this task.
But in this month the urgency was so pressing that it
allowed of no delays. The enemy took up such strategic posi-
tions that they made access to the summit impossible. Tizzi-
Assa, besieged, would succumb, and the Moors awaited its
fall as the promise of another calamity like that of 1921. The
Banners of the Legion that were fighting in the zone of
Larache were brought to Melilla at full speed, arriving with
the dust of Beni-Aros on their boots. The Legionnaires know
no rest.
Rafael Valenzuela was Commander of the Legion, having
been in command of it since Millan Astray was forced to
abandon his post because of his wounds. Valenzuela, "one
of the best soldiers in the army," in the words of Alfonso
XIII, belonged to that heroic body of colonial officers formed
in the war. He was tall, strong, and noble in character. A
man with a pistol at his belt, which he grasped only in critical
moments, like a sceptre. His valour had an athletic graceful-
ness. A volunteer for the war, he maintained in battle the
imperturbable countenance of one who is master of all his
actions.
He was in Madrid when there began to be talk of the
difficult situation of Tizzi-Assa, and he left hastily to occupy
his post. Soon after he arrived in camp, without having
taken any rest, he presented himself before Colonel Gomez